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Summary Of Malaysia’s History


Malaysia’s history is said to have started from the 
Sultanate of Malacca which was around 1400 AD. At the 

time of its glory, the Sultanate Territories covered most of the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 
and Sumatra. Malacca emerged as a glorious Government because of its strategic location 
which was the meeting point between East Asia and the Middle East. This situation allowed 
Malacca to emerge as a major trading center for spice trade, especially in Southeast Asia. Islam 
was the main religion which emerged and became the main religion of the residents because 
the Ruler himself had professed the religion. 


In 1511, Malacca fell into the hands of the Portuguese and that was the beginning of the 
colonial era in Malaya. After that, Malaya fell into the hands of the Dutch in 1641 and the 
British in 1824 through the Anglo–Dutch Treaty. British colonization was the longest compared 
to others. The British had integrated all the Malayan administration which was previously 
managed by the Malay Rulers with the help of state dignitaries. The British intervention had 
aroused dissatisfaction among the local population. Some individuals rose up against the 
colonial yet it was easily defeated by the British as their efforts were more towards individuality. 
Among the heroes that went against the colonialists were Dol Said, Tok Janggut, Datuk 
Bahaman, Rentap, Dato Maharajalela, Rosli Dobi and several others.


During the 1920s and 1930s, many residents of Malaya had started to receive education, either 
from the Middle East or local education. As a result, this educated group had appeared to fight 
in the name of nationalism. They used media such as newspapers and magazines to spread their 
ideology. There were also among them who had formed Associations such as the Kesatuan 
Melayu Muda (KMM) and Kesatuan Melayu Singapura (KMS) which were aimed at driving away 
the invaders and formed their own Government. When the people of this country were so 
eager to end the invasion, they were jolted by the Japanese landing at the end of 1941 which 
brought Malaya to another colonial era. Japan had occupied Malaya until 1945 before 
surrendering as a result of the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 


Japanese resignation had given space to the Communist Party of Malaya (PKM) to control 
Malaya. PKM had launched attack on Malaya through violence; they had killed three European 
rubber farm managers in Sungai Siput, Perak. Thus, in June 1948, Sir Edward Gent declared an 



emergency over Malaya. PKM did not succeed in Malaya and the British returned more 
powerful. British Military Administration or BMA was between the end of World War II and 
establishment of the Malayan Union. On 1st April 1946, the British established the Malayan 
Union. However, this idea got a fight from the Malays for abolition of the royal institutions and 
the Malays privileges.


The emergence of Tunku Abdul Rahman had given a silver lining to the struggle of the Malayan 
nationalists when his action of forming the Alliance Party opened the eyes of the British to allow 
the Malayans to govern their own country. The unity between the three major ethnic groups 
namely Malays, Chinese and Indians, led to the London Agreement that was signed on 8 
February 1956 and gave signs that Malaya would achieve independence on 31 August 1957. 
Upon returning Tunku Abdul Rahman Al-haj from London, Tunku declared independence of 
Malaya in Padang Bandar Hilir, Melaka on 20 February 1956. On 27 May 1961, Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Putra Alhaj suggested the merger of five colonies, namely Malaya, Singapore, Sabah, 
Sarawak and Brunei to form a new country. 


On 9 July 1963, representatives of the British government, Malaya, Sabah, Sarawak and 
Singapore with the exception of Brunei signed the Malaysia Agreement. The desire for forming a 
state called “MALAYSIA'' was achieved on 16 September 1963.


Source: Malaysia 2016 (Department of Information)



The culture in this country becomes more colorful due to the various races in Malaysia. This 
multi-ethnic population celebrates variety of festivals, lively and merrily throughout the year. In 
every celebration, the tradition of holding open house provides the opportunity for the various 
races to visit each other to enliven the celebration. 


Festival of the Muslim Community


For Muslims, the two major festivals are celebrated namely Hari Raya Puasa (Aidilfitri) and Hari 
Raya Haji (Aidiladha). Hari Raya Puasa is celebrated to mark the end of Ramadan, which 
requires Muslims to fast for a month. Hari Raya Haji is celebrated on the 10th day of Zulhijjah 
(the month of Islam) when Muslims perform the Haj in Mecca and are in the final stages of their 
worship. In conjunction with the festival, Muslims who are capable are encouraged to perform 
sacrificial worship (ibadah korban) and due to this, it is also known as Hari Raya Korban. Other 
than the two major festivals, Muslims also celebrate Maal Hijrah (Awal Muharam) which is a 
celebration of the Islamic New Year; Maulidur Rasul to commemorate the birth of Prophet 
Muhammad SAW, and Nuzul Quran to commemorate the day of the revelation of the al-Quran 
among Muslims.


Festival of the Chinese Community


Chinese Malaysian communities celebrate Chinese New Year on the first day of the Chinese 
calendar in January or February each year. The Festival started with the whole family gathering 
for dinner together. The celebration lasts for 15 days to the day of “Chap Goh Meh” which is 
celebrated on the night of the 15th day of the Festival. The festival gesture or goodwill package 
‘“angpow” is a tradition that enlivens the atmosphere of Chinese New Year, especially for the 
children. For the majority of Chinese who are Buddhist, the month of May every year marks the 
arrival of Wesak Day to commemorate three important events in Buddha’s life namely the day 
of birth, the day of the achievement of maturity of thoughts and also the day of death. During 
the celebration, ceremonies and parades are normally held with prayers. In addition, there are 
also other celebrations such as the Mid-Autumn Lantern Celebration or “Tanglung”, month of 
the Ghost Festival, and Qing Ming.


 

National Car: Proton
National Bird: Rhinoceros Hornbill

Celebrations And Festivals In Malaysia



Festivals of the Indian Community


For Hindu devotees, Deepavali or the Festival of Lights during the month of “Aippasi”, according 
to the Tamil calendar (October-November) is a time to rejoice. This Festival marks the victory; 
brightness overcoming darkness, goodness overcoming evil, and wisdom over ignorance. The 
Festival begins with prayers, followed by visiting of relatives and friends. In the evening, the 
house will be decorated with lights to enliven the festive atmosphere. Hindu devotees also 
celebrate Thaipusam in January as a sign of respect to the God Muruga. During the Festival, 
Batu Caves in Selangor will be the focus of Hindu devotees carrying presentations above the 
“kavadi” to be presented to the gods. In addition, Hindus also celebrate Ponggal, Hindu New 
Year, Navarathiri and Kharthigai.


Other Festivals


On 25 December each year, Christians will celebrate Christmas which marks the birth of Jesus 
with prayers in churches and visits to their relatives and friends. In Sabah and Sarawak, there 
are also the traditional ethnic festivals. In Sabah, in the month of May every year, the Kadazans 
will celebrate the Harvest Festival (Tadau Kaamatan) which is an important event to the farmer 
groups. Tamu Besar or Pasar Tahunan is a carnival created to organize traditional sports events. 
For the Dayaks, Ibans and Bidayuh in Sarawak, 1st June every year is a day to be awaited 
because on that day they will celebrate Hari Gawai. For the Dayaks, they will have specific 
celebrations consisting of Gawai Batu (beginning of the paddy planting season), Gawai Burung 
(celebration associated with a bad sign or nightmare), Gawai Bersimpan (thanksgiving upon 
completion of harvesting), Gawai. 


Antu (celebration for the souls of the dead) and most importantly, Gawai Kenyalang. Apart 
from the different races and festivals, Malaysians also celebrate Labour Day on 1 May, National 
Day or Independence Day on 31st August, Birthday of His Majesty Yang Di-Pertuan Agong on 
the Saturday of the first week of June, Birthday of the King/Sultan at state level and Good Friday 
for the various state concerned.  
 
Source: Malaysia 2016 (Department of Information)


National Flower: Bunga Raya (Hibiscus)	 	 	 National Animal: The Malayan Tiger





Asian American Coalition of Chicago 

Board of Directors 
 

 

3UHVLGHQW·V�0HVVDJH 
 
Greetings to All! 
 
The Asian American Coalition of Chicago prides itself of having great relationships among the 
member communities. In the thirty-nine years of its existence, there was never any conflict 
DPRQJ�XV��$V�D�IDPLO\�RI�$VLDQ�$PHULFDQV��ZH�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�G\VIXQFWLRQDO��,W·V�KDUG�WR�
believe but true. We are indeed, one big happy family. To my knowledge, our cohesiveness 
has not been replicated by similar Asian groups. 
       2Q�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV��LW·V�P\�KRQRU�DQG�SULYLOHJH�WR�ZHOFRPH�WKH�0DOD\VLDQ�
American Community as the newest member of the Asian American Coalition of Chicago. Its 
membership is like baptism by fire, because there was no time for them to just sit back and 
learn the ropes in a timely manner. Immediately, the community leaders, headed by Dr. Kim 
Tee took on the reins and the challenge of hosting this 2022 Lunar New Year Celebration, 
notwithstanding the difficulties of the new normal. We have nothing but admiration for them 
because this is a monumental task. We love their enthusiasm and grit.  
       I thank the Vietnamese American Community for being gracious enough to move hosting 
the Gala to 2023, to give way for the Malaysian American Community. 
       I am humbled to be the president of the AACC Board of Directors. The directors have 
distinguished themselves in various capacities to include: membership in the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars during the Clinton Administration, the first elected Asian 
American as President of the world-renowned Chicago Bar Association, the first Asian 
American member of the Advisory Committee of the Export Import Bank of the United States, 
CEOs of their own business companies, and others holding significant administrative 
positions. The AACC Board is a symbol of excellence, and indisputable leadership. 
     In closing, thank you for your presence at this AACC Gala, and more power to the 
Malaysian American Community. 
 
                                                                              

                                                                                                 Lourdes G. Mon 

 





 
It is my pleasure to welcome everyone to the 39th Annual Asian American Coalition of Chicago Lunar 
New Year Celebration.  May I wish each of you “Gong Xi Fa Cai”. Happy New Year!   
 
As Executive Chairman of the AACC 2022 Lunar New Year Celebration, I am very proud to share this 
evening’s festivities, which are hosted for the first time in AACC’s history, by the Malaysian American 
community! Malaysia has the most popular greeting, “Selamat Datang” which means “Welcome”. 
That is the greeting I would like to extend to you tonight. The Malaysian American community wants 
each of you to experience the rich culture of Malaysia tonight.   
 
Malaysia is a multi-cultural country where people strive to live a harmonious way of life. Malaysia is 
often called the “Food Capital of the World”, a foodie’s paradise with many native spicy dishes to 
enjoy!  Its tropical climate makes it the perfect place to grow the most delicious fruits of the world, 
such as durian, mangosteen and rambutan. Malaysia also has a growing economy, making it an 
excellent choice for businesses.  Malaysia has modern architecture which towers over the old-
fashioned hawker stands that serve the country’s delicious local favorite dishes. 
 
Tonight, we invite you to sit back and enjoy the program from the Malaysian American 
community.  Let us celebrate the Year of the Tiger together!  The Tiger, in the Chinese Zodiac, is a 
creature that is brave, competitive, confident, active and energetic.  I trust that you will feel the 
energy of the Tiger here tonight through our performances.  I hope that you will leave here tonight, 
with a better understanding of the rich culture and customs of Malaysia!   
 
The theme for this year’s event is Respect Optimism Amity Representation. 

The ROAR of the Tiger must be heard in every community across this country.  In the wake of so many 
racially motivated hate crimes, not only in Chicago, but across the nation, the Asian communities must 
set an example of all these attributes.  We must display and demand respect, we must be hopeful of a 
better tomorrow, we must build better relationships with one another, and the Asian community 
must be better represented in leadership roles.   
 
I hope that everyone here tonight will enjoy this Lunar New Year Celebration.  Seeing old friends and  
making new ones is our goals.   
 
With Respect, 
 
 
Dr. Kim K. Tee, DPM 
Executive Chairman, Asian American Coalition of Chicago 2022 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN  
of the AACC 2022 Lunar New Year Celebration 

Respect • Optimism • Amity • Representation 
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Vi Nguyen 
 
Vi Nguyen joined NBC 5 Chicago as a general assignment reporter in October 
2020. She previously worked at CBS Chicago where she covered stories for the 
morning show.  
 
Prior to moving back to Chicago, she reported for the nightly newscasts at 
WISH-TV in Indianapolis, Indiana. During her time in the Hoosier state, she cov-
ered a wide range of stories from human interest to crime, including the high-
profile disappearance and murders of Delphi teens Abby Williams and Libby 
German. 
 
Her reporting career began at WTVO/ WQRF in Rockford, Illinois, where she 
learned how to shoot, write and edit. She also reported at stations in Kansas 
and Oklahoma.   
 
Originally from California, Nguyen's family moved to the southwest suburbs 
when she was in middle school. She graduated from DePaul University with a 
degree in communications and a minor in biological science. She’s a proud 
board member of the Vietnamese Association of Illinois. 
 
In her spare time, she likes to read, watch reality shows and cheer on the 
Green Bay Packers. 

Celebrity Presenters/Emcee 

. . 
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The 39th Annual Asian American Coalition of Chicago 


Lunar New Year Celebration Program


5:00 PM	 VIP Reception and Registration


Political Forum 


Malaysian Crafts and Sponsor’s Booth Exhibitions


5:45 PM	 Door Open

	 	 Video Presentation - Malaysia Truly Asia by Tourism Malaysia


6:00 PM	 Opening Ceremonies


Patriotic Opening

Great Lakes Navy Band


National Anthem

Yasmeen Mohd Rafee


	 	 

6:15 PM	 Welcome Remarks

	 	 AACC Board President - Lourdes Mon


Recognition  of AACC Board of Directors	

AACC Board President - Lourdes Mon


	 Presentation of Plaques to Retired Board Members

AACC Board President Lourdes Mon, assisted by Paul Park

AACC Board Secretary Raj Mago - Announcer

	 


6:25 PM	 “Selamat Datang” by  the Host Community Chairman

Dr. Kim K. Tee


Recognition  of the Committee Chairs and the Malaysian Government 	 	
	 Officials

	 Dr. Kim K. Tee


6:35 PM	 Recognition of the Dignitaries and Sponsors

	 	 Celebrity Emcee










AACC VISION 

The mission of the Asian American Coalition of 
Chicago (AACC) is to unite all Asian Americans into 
a significant force for strengthening the Asian 
American Community in the United States, 
enriching Asian cultural values, and recognizing 
the importance of Asian American contributions 
to the American democracy and economy. 

 

AACC MISSION 

The AACC mission is accomplished through: 

1. Organized the Asian American Coalition of  
Chicago's Annual Political (non-partisan) 
Forum and Gala Dinner. 

2. Conducting AACC forums and conferences. 
3. Hosting Annual Asian American Festival in  

Chicago. 
4. Publishing Pan-Asian American materials. 
5. Providing opportunity for Asians of all ethnic 

groups and political parties to work together 
for the well-being of Asian American and all 
Americans. 

 

AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 

This event is held on this grand of a scale only 
once a year. The Asian American Coalition of  
Chicago (AACC)'s Annual Celebration is 
traditionally the single largest organized annual 
event in Chicago’s Asian American community. 
Every year a different Asian community takes turn 
playing host of the gala. This year it is the 
Malaysian American Community for the first time 
held the gavel for the community's most 
important event of the year. 

The Asian American Coalition of Chicago, which 
sponsors both the annual Gala Dinner and the 
week-long Asian American Festival at Chicago's  

Richard J. Daley Center Plaza in the month of May, 
during Asian American Heritage Month. This 
year's host is the Malaysian American Community 
following the Gala dinner, will host the Asian  
Festival on 14th May 2022 at Chinatown Square 
Plaza, Chicago. 

Founded in 1983, the Coalition celebrates 
approximately 16 different cultures. Over the 
years, the Coalition has included representatives 
of the Bangladeshi, Burmese, Cambodian, 
Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, Nepalese, Pakistani, 
Sri Lankan, Thai and Vietnamese communities. 
Numerous dignitaries traditionally attend the  
festivities, including the Asian consular corps, 
elected and appointed governmental officials, 
political candidates, top business and corporate 
leaders, decision-makers at Chicago’s major 
media press outlets, and everyone who considers 
him/herself a mover and shaker in and around, or 
for, the Asian American national movement. 

 

1st AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION IN 1984 

Host: Chinese American Community 
Sponsor: The Organization of Chinese Americans 
Venue: White Eagle Banquet, Niles, Illinois 
Theme: Mission of the Asian American Coalition 
Attendance: 1500 

Highlights: Announcement by Illinois Governor 
James Thompson of creation of the Asian 
American Advisory Council to the Governor. 

In 1984, the Coalition also sponsored a public 
forum for then incumbent U.S. Senator Charles  
Percy and challenger Congressman Paul Simon for 
the 1984 Senatorial Election. Over 450 Asian 
Americans had first hand opportunity to hear 
both candidates present their views on national 
issues and on matters directly affecting the Asian 
American community. 

  

A Brief History Of The Asian American Coalition of Chicago 
By: Sadruddin Noorani 



2nd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION  1985 

Host: Korean American Community 
Sponsor: The Korean American Association of  
Chicago 
Venue: McCormick Place, Chicago, Illinois 
Theme: Promoting Asian American civic  
participation 
Attendance: 1050 

Highlights: U.S. Senator Alan Dixon announced his 
intention to create an Asian American Advisory 
Committee to his office. 

During 1985, Chicago Mayor Harold Washington 
created the Mayor's Advisory Committee on Asian 
American Affairs. U.S. Senator Paul Simon also 
created an Asian American Advisory Committee 
after he was elected. 

 

3rd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1986 

Host: Filipino American Community 
Sponsors: The American Filipino Professional Civic 
Alliance of Illinois 
Venue: Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago 
Theme: "The Spirit of Asian Americans" 
Attendance: 1000 

Highlights: An election year, an exciting and 
energetic program was well attended by both the 
Asian American Community and most of the 
candidates running for political office. In 1986, for 
the first time, Asian Americans were appointed as 
at-large delegates to the Democratic National  
Convention. 

 

4th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1987 

Host: Indian American Community of Illinois 
Venue: White Eagle Banquet, Niles, Illinois 
Theme: Celebrating Asian American achievements 
Attendance: 1000 

Highlights: Held in conjunction with the Asian 
American Heritage Week Celebration in May. The 
dinner celebrated achievements and 
contributions of Asian Americans in Illinois. 
Chicago Mayor Harold Washington was the chief 
guest. The event included programs and projects, 
minority business   

seminars, an immigration workshop, a World 
Trade Conference, a directory of Asian American 
organizations, a medical assistance program, a 
tourism promotion for the Asian American 
community, corrective anti-social programs, 
housing projects planning and a volunteer action 
program 
  

5th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1988 

Host: Thai American Community 
Sponsor: The Thai Association of Greater Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Celebrate Asian Heritage: Envision New 
Horizons" 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: "Together, the World Can Count on 
Us."  A contemporary unity song written 
especially for the Coalition, and later adopted as 
its theme song, debuted as opening musical 
number.  It was performed by a cast and crew of 
80 Asian American artists wearing colorful ethnic 
costumes. 
 

6th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1989 

Host: Vietnamese American Community 
Sponsor: Nghia Sinh International, Inc. 
Venue: Holidays Inn O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Asian American Contributions to  
America" 
Record Attendance: 1700 

Highlights: Asian American Coalition was 
incorporated on December 2, 1988.  Return 
performance, "Together, The World Can Count on 
Us," preceded by workshop on "Asian 
Contributions to America" and followed by issue-
oriented Asian American Forum.  AACC motto, 
"Together, we’ll succeed" and AACC logo, 
consisting of a globe showing Asia and America 
straddling both sides of the Pacific, were adopted. 
   

7th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1990 

Host: Japanese American Community 
Sponsor: The Chicago Japanese American Council 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Strength through Unity" 
Attendance: 1000 
 



Highlights: The importance of the 1990 Census 
was emphasized with a workshop preceding the 
gala; U.S. Rep Norman Mineta of California served 
as guest speaker. 

 

8th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1991 

Host: Chinese American Community 
Sponsors:  
 > Chicago Chinatown Chamber of  Commerce 
 > Chinese American Civil Council 
 > Organization of Chinese Americans 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Together, We Can" 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: This celebration emphasized 
"Together, We Can," in many ways-from the 
special original opening musical drama, "Start 
with the Children" to the keynote address by 
Chancellor Chang-Lin Tien of the University of 
California, at Berkeley; from the community 
award presentation, to the non-partisan, 
cooperative voter registration drives in various 
Asian American communities sponsored by the 
Coalition. 

  

9th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1992 

Host: Pakistani American Community 
Venue: Chicago Marriott Hotel 
Theme: "Making Visions Happen" 
Attendance: Over 1200 

Highlights: Several state and local dignitaries 
attended the banquet.  Some of the prominent 
guests in attendance were the Chicago Mayor, 
Richard M. Daley, Senator Paul Simon, and Ms. 
Carol Mosley Braun.  The emerging political 
presence of the Asian American community was 
evident in the fact that all four major media TV 
stations covered event, plus the major dailies. The 
first Pan Asian American Award and nine 
community service awards were also presented in 
which Bangladesh was introduced for the first 
time.  Each member community presented 
colorful display of their own culture, which was 
greatly appreciated by the audience.  In addition, 
a nice colorful 34 page program booklet was 
distributed to each guest. As in the past, the Asian  

American  Coalition promoted Asian cultural and 
political awareness, particularly in the Chicago 
area. The entire detail of document along with 
structure and task list was presented to host of 
1993 Annual Celebration, the Korean community. 

 

10th AACC  ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1993 

Host: Korean American Community 
Sponsor: Korean American Association of Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "A Decade of Progress: Making Our 
Voices Heard" 
Attendance: Over 1000 

Highlights: An exciting and energetic program 
celebrating the Year of the Rooster.  Keynote 
address was given by U.S. Congressman Jay Kim of 
California. 

  

11th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1994 

Host: Filipino American Community 
Venue: Holiday Inn O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Asian Americans Together, a New 
Decade of Progress" 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: Keynote address was given by 
Maryland General Assembly Hon. David 
Valderrama.  The First Grand Asian Award was 
presented to U.S Senator Paul Simon, in honor of 
his contributions to the Asian American 
Community. 

  

12th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1995 

Host: Indian American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "Strengthening the Coalition" 
Attendance: 1000 

Highlights: To mark its twelfth anniversary, the 
Coalition joined forces with Polychrome 
Publishing to create Children of Asian America, a 
book of original Asian American children's stories 
and photographs that celebrate the unity, 
cooperation and commitment fostered by the 
Coalition.  The day-long program and projects 
included exhibition booths on cultural, industrial,  



trade, and political awareness for Asian 
Americans.  In addition, proactive career planning 
sessions were presented by both the IRS and the 
EPA officers. 

 

13th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1996 

Host: Thai American Community 
Sponsor: The Thai Association of Greater Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Bridges for a Brighter Tomorrow" 
Attendance: 1300 

Highlights: Keynote address was given by the 
Hon. H.E. Nitaya Pibulsonggram, Ambassador of 
Thailand, based in Washington D.C.  The Grand 
Asian American Award was presented to Hon. 
George H. Ryan, Secretary of State of Illinois, 
farewell tribute was given to the Hon. Paul Simon, 
U.S. Senator. 

  

14th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1997 

Host: Vietnamese American Community 
Sponsor: Nghia Sinh International, Inc. 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "Unity in Diversity" 
Vision: "Asian American 2000: Education, 
Economy and Ethnicity" 
Record Attendance: 2000 

Highlights: The Grand Asian American Award was 
presented to the Hon. Jim Edgar, Governor of the 
State of Illinois.  There was a day-long program 
with conferences on Immigration, Health Care, 
and Welfare Reform, workshops on Government 
Relations and Business Development, and forums 
on Community, Parents, and Interfaith Activities.  
The three distinguished keynote speakers were: 
The President of Northwestern University, 
Northeastern University, and the University of 
Chicago who shared their views on Education, 
Economy, and Ethnicity in the 21st Century.  
Proclamations from President Bill Clinton, 
Governor Jim Edgar, and Chicago Mayor Richard 
M. Daley were officially presented to the 1997 
AACC host.  The Vietnamese community handed 
over the AACC "Torch" to the next year's host of 
AACC, the Japanese community.  Asian Americans 
from France, Canada, California, Florida,  

Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Texas, and Washington D.C., came to attend the 
AACC conference and celebration. 
  

15th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1998 

Host: Japanese American Community 
Sponsor: The Chicago Japanese American Council 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "Creating an Asian American Mosaic" 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: The event included a political forum, 
giving of community service awards and 
entertainment was by Hiroshima.   The Japanese 
American Community handed over the gavel to 
the next year's host community, the Chinese 
American community. 

 

FALL 1998 AACC CANDIDATES FORUM 

Host: Chinese American Community 
Sponsor: The Asian American Coalition of Chicago 
Venue: Chicago Hilton and Towers 
Theme: "The place to be" 
Attendance: 500 

Highlights: The Asian American Coalition of 
Chicago proudly hosted the 1998 Candidates 
Forum, the first of its kind on a grand scale in 
Chicagoland.  With AACC as an umbrella 
organization, the bipartisan event was sponsored 
by 35 different community organizations.  All 
candidates for U.S. Senate, State Constitutional 
Offices, and Cook County Board President were 
invited.  A seven-member community panel 
addressed the candidates on various issues of 
importance to the Asian American community.  
Voter registrations also took place on site. 

  

16th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 1999 

Host: Chinese American Community 
Sponsors: 
 > Chicago Chinatown Chamber of Commerce 
 > Chinese American Civil Council 
 > Organization of Chinese Americans 
Venue: Chicago Hilton and Towers 
Theme: "Many Voices, One Vision" 
Attendance: 1300 

 
 



Highlights: Featured performance was "Sayonara, 
Ms. Saigon,” a musical parody on Asian American 
stereotypes from stage and screen, which starred  
the 60-member strong 1999 Asian American 
Coalition artists.  The highlight of the event was a 
presentation of an original musical power ballad 
written especially for the Coalition for this event, 
"Many Voices, One Vision," which featured music 
and lyrics by Keith Uchima. 
  

17th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2000 

Host: Pakistani American Community 
Venue: Navy Pier, Chicago 
Theme: "Asian Americans: Reach Out and Be 
Counted" 
Attendance: Over 1800 

Highlights: Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White 
announced the creation of an Asian American 
Advisory Council to his office and appointed an 
Asian American liaison.  Three major media 
anchors and reporters emceed the gala.  More 
emphasis was placed on food, entertainment, 
stage, and decor, as well as on a colorful program 
book.  All of the 1800 guests and participants 
received handmade Pakistani rugs.  More than 
150 organizing community members received a 
“thank you” table clock with AACC logo on it.  The 
Pakistani American Community handed over the 
gavel to the next year's host, the Korean 
American Community. 

Since 2000 was an election year, dozens of 
politicians from Cook County -- U.S. congressional 
candidates and State constitutional officers -- 
spoke at the forum.  More than 12 government 
service providing agencies, such as the Social 
Security Administration, the U.S. Bureau of 
Census displayed pamphlets and brochures at the 
AACC event.  Other non-profit organizations and  
business corporations also participated in this 
year’s event. 

The importance of the 2000 census was 
emphasized with a workshop preceding the gala.  
The political forum was followed by a gala dinner,  
musical and cultural programs with a segment by 
Actor Pat Morita.  Community Service awards 
were given in which the Cambodian and Nepalese 
honorees were introduced for the first time.   

Among dignitaries in attendance were the Asian 
consular corp., elected and appointed 
government officials, top business and corporate 
leaders, and Chicago's major media outlets. 

 

18th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2001 

Host: The Korean American Community, The 
Korean American Association of Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Shining Light in the New Millennium." 
Attendance: 1100 

  

19th AACC  ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2002 

Host: The Filipino American Community 
Venue:  Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Synergy Through the Winds of Change". 
Attendance: 1100 

Highlights: In November 2001, the Coalition also 
sponsored an Inter-Religious Prayer Service for 
World Peace and in remembrance of the victims 
of the 9/11 tragedy and their families. In addition 
to the presentation of the various awards, the 
AACC founders were recognized. 

 

20th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2003 

Host: The Indian American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Many Voices, One Vision". 
Attendance: 1150 

Highlights: The Grand Asian Award was presented 
to State Treasurer, Judy Baar Topinka. 

 

21st AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2004 

Host: The Thai American Community 
Sponsor: The Thai American Association of Illinois 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Strengthen Our Unity". 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: Musical Performances: "Getting to 
Know You" and "America, the Beautiful" by AACC 
Choir. Keynote address by the Hon. H. E. Sakthip 
Krairiksh, ambassador of Thailand to the United 
States. 



22nd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2005 

Host: Vietnamese American Community 
Sponsor: Nghia Sinh International, Inc. 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "APA Leadership is the Key" 
Vision: "Asian Americans 2005: Preparing Future 
Leaders" 
Attendance: Over 1800 (Banquet: 1500 tickets 
sold, conference: 500 registered participants). 

Highlights: There was a day-long program with a 
variety of seminars and festivities, including a 
conference, an interfaith forum, a thanksgiving 
celebration, a banquet and dance. 

> The 1st AACC “Youth Who Excel” Awards 
CEO, CBE Mr. Arne Duncan 
CEO Arne Duncan of the Chicago Board of 
Education addressed 500 Asian American 
educators and presented the first ever AACC 
“Youth Who Excel” awards. 

> White House Representative 
Director Joel Smith 
A White House director presented a Presidential 
Proclamation signed by President George Bush at 
the AACC Gala. 

> Movie Star/Film Writer-Director — Tony Bui  
Actor Tony Bui,  Writer & Director of the academy 
award-winning film “Three Seasons” was the 
keynote speaker at the Gala Dinner. 

Among the distinguished keynote speakers for 
morning, noon, afternoon, and evening sessions 
from Los Angeles, Chicago, Springfield, and  
Washington, D.C. were: 
> Hon. Pat Quinn, Lt. Governor of Illinois  
> Hon. Shinae Chun, Director, U.S. Department of 
Labor, Office of Women Affairs 
> Dr. Narnara Radner, Director, DePaul University, 
Center for Urban Education 

The Vietnamese community handed over the 
AACC "Torch" to the next year's host of AACC, the 
Indonesian American Community.  Asian 
Americans from France, Canada, and many parts 
of the USA came to attend the AACC conference 
and celebration. 
 
 

23rd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2006 

Host: The Indonesian American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Unity in Diversity" 
Attendance: 900 

Highlights: Indonesian community hosted the 
AACC dinner for the first time. Among the 
distinguish guest were the Ambassadors of the 
Republic of Indonesia to the United States, the 
Hon. H. E. Sudjadnan Parnohadiningrat. A new 
contemporary Indonesian dance was specially 
created by Gusti Ngurah Kertayuda and the first 
unity rhythm dance was choreographed by Leah 
Tehan with community representative 
performers. 
 

24th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2007 

Host: The Chinese American Community 
Sponsors:  
 > Chicago Chinatown Chamber of Commerce 
 > Chinese American Civic Council of Chicago 
 > Chinese American Service League, Inc. 
 > Chinese Mutual Aid Association 
 > The Organization of Chinese Americans, Inc.,     
    Greater Chicago Chapter 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Roar with the Boar". 
Attendance: 1,200 

Highlights: Keynote speaker was Ms. Lisa Ling, 
Correspondent, National Geographic Channel. A 
unity performance "Our Silk Road" was presented 
by Marc Rita, Director and Kelly Uchima, Lead  
Soloist. 

 

25th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2008 

Host: The Pakistani American Community 
Venue:  Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, 
Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "The Dawn of New Asia" 
Attendance: 1300 

Highlights: The Pakistani American Community 
hosted the 9th Annual Asian American Festival for 
the 2nd time during the Asian Heritage Month in 
May 21-25, 2007. 



January 26, 2008, many well wishers, including 
several dignitaries attended the annual gala 
event. Due to election year the political forum 
was exciting and was well received. Illinois 
Supreme Court Justice Anne Burke was the 
keynote speaker, Chief Judge Timothy Evans of 
the Cook County Circuit Court received the Grand 
Asian American Award, and Chicago Children's 
Museum CEO Jim Law received the top Pan Asian 
American (Ping Tom Memorial) Award. Malaysian 
American community was inducted into the AACC. 
The Pakistani American Community handed over 
the AACC "Torch" to next year's host: The Korean 
American Community for Year 2009. 

 

26th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2009 

Host: The Korean American Association of Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O’Hare 
Theme: “Cultural Threads Woven into the Fabric 
of a United Future” 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: Pre-Show Screenings “Portrait of 
Tiffani Kim Griffith” Excerpted from IPTV Show 
“8ight degrees: portraits of exceptional people 
with impact” and “Generation: Undefined!” and 
“Top Ten Ways: How to Tell If You’re An Asian” 
Cultural Showcase: “Hanryu” by Soul ReVive. 
Grand Asian Award to the Hon. Pat Quinn, Lt. 
Governor. The Korean American Community 
handed over the AACC “Tourch” to next year’s 
host: The Filipino American Community for 2010. 

  

27th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2010 

Host: The Filipino American Community of  
Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: Bridging Generations and Cultures for 
Progress 
Attendance: Over 1100 

Highlights: Journalist Euna Lee of Current TV was 
the keynote speaker. A political Forum, Cocktail 
Reception, Opening Ceremonies followed by the 
dinner, entertainment and awards ceremonies. 
“The Grand Asian Award” was renamed as: “The 
Grand Asian Sandra Otaka Memorial Award”. 
 

  

28th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2011 

Host: The Indian American Community of Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "ONE VISION MANY VOICES" 
Attendance: 900 

 

29th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2012 

Host: The Thai American Association of Illinois 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "IT'S TIME...." 
Attendance: 1200 
The Thai American Community has trice before 
(1988, 1996 and 2004) held the gavel for the 
Asian American community's most important 
event of the year. 

Keynote Speaker: His Excellency, Professor 
Kantathi Suphamongkhon, the 39th Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand (2005-
2006). 

  

30th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2013 

Host: Vietnamese American Community 
Sponsor: Nghia Sinh International, Inc. 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, Illinois 
Theme: "Celebrating Three Decades of Unified 
Leadership & Services"  
Attendance: The following community services 
were successfully carried out with the 
participation of more than 2700 Asian Americans 
and their guests: 700 + 450 + 250 + 920 + 400 = 
2,720 Attendees for all-day events 
1. Asian American Community Health Fair (700) 
2. Asian American Conference on Education and  
    Economy (450) 
3. Mass of Thanksgiving (250) 
4. Interfaith Prayers for World Peace and Prosperity     
    (250) 
5. Asian American Business and Cultural Exhibits (450) 
6. Gala Banquet (920)  
7. “Dancing with the Vietnamese” Celebration (400) 
8. 377 singers, dancers, performers and volunteer   
    attended the event. 

Highlights: There was a day-long program with a 
variety of seminars and festivities, including a 
conference, an interfaith forum, Community and 
Family Health Fair, a banquet. 

 



31st AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2014 

Host: Japanese American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "Beyond the Bamboo Ceiling" 
Attendance: 1300 

Highlights: The event included a political forum, 
giving of community service awards and 
entertainments. 

The Sandra Otaka Grand Asian American Award 
received by Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky. 

The Japanese American Community handed over 
the AACC "Torch" to 2015 host, the Indonesian 
American community. 

  

32nd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2015 

Host: Indonesian American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont 
Theme: "E Pluribus Unum * Bhinneka Tunggal 
Ika". 
Attendance: Over 1,200 attended all day event 
and 1,700 attended Gala Dinner. 

Highlights: There was a day-long program with a 
variety of Seminars, Conference on Business and 
Networking Business Fair and Forum, Community 
and Family Health Fair, Youth Education Network 
Forum, Immigration Law seminar, Cooking Demo 
and a Gala Dinner. 

 

33rd AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2016 

Host: Chinese American Community 
Location: Hyatt Regency Chicago on Wacker Drive, 
Chicago 
Theme: "ENVISION, ENLIGHTEN, EMPOWER". 
Attendance: 1200 

Highlights: A spectacular and never seen before 
Eight Lions dancing to thundering drums and 
cymbals before a packed stage of Federal, State 
and local dignitaries ushered in the beginning of 
the fifth round of host community rotations, a 
proud Asian American tradition started more than 
three decades ago.  After cultural performances 
and award ceremonies, many guests stayed till 
midnight for the equally lavish after-party. 

 
 

  

34th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2017 

Host: The Pakistani American Community 
Venue: Hilton Chicago, 720 S. Michigan Ave.,  
Chicago IL. 
Theme: "One World, Our World" 
Attendance at the Gala: 1,500+ 
Festival Attendance: 5,000+ 

Highlights: At a time when the nation was divided 
more than ever, the Asian American Coalition of 
Chicago was rounding it's 16 Asian American 
communities and beyond to celebrate the 34th 
Annual AACC Gala with the theme “One World, 
Our World.” The Pakistani community showcased 
it's most vibrant and colorful cultural 
performances on stage with decor of the venue. 

The Pakistani American Community handed over 
the AACC "Torch" to next year's host: The Korean 
American Community for Year 2018. 

Also, the Pakistani American community hosted 
the Asian American Festival at the Daley Plaza 
during the Asian American Heritage Month from 
Monday, May 22nd to Friday, May 26, 2017. 

  

35th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2018 

Host: The Korean American Association of Chicago 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, IL 
Theme: "Be United, Stay Together" 
Attendance: 1200+   

Highlights: Due to election year, many elected 
government officials and those who are seeking 
office were present at this event and also 
participated in pre-gala Political Forum. 

The Korean American Community handed over 
the AACC "Torch" to next year's host: The Filipino 
American Community for the Year 2019. 

 

36th AACC ANNUAL CELEBRATION 2019 

Host: The Filipino American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, IL 
Theme: "One World, One Vision" 
Attendance: 1,200+ 

Highlights: Due to municipal election year, many 
elected government officials and those who are   



seeking office were present at this event and also 
participated in pre-gala Political Forum. 
The Filipino American Community handed over 
the AACC "Torch" to next year's host: The Indian 
American Community for the Year 2020. 

 

37th ANNUAL CELEBRATION  2020 

Host: The Indian American Community 
Venue: Hyatt Regency O'Hare, Rosemont, IL 
Theme: "Advocate. Advance. Achieve.” 
Attendance: 1,000+ 

Highlights: Due to election year in all levels (local, 
federal to Presidential), many elected government 
officials and those who are seeking office were 
present at this event and also participated in pre-
gala  
Political Forum. Keynote address by Ms. Cecile 
Shea, special adviser and nonresident senior  
fellow on security and diplomacy at the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs and president of Wakaru 
Communications. 

The Indian American Community handed over the 
AACC "Torch" to next year's host: The Thai 
American Community for the Year 2021. 

  

38th ANNUAL CELEBRATION  2021 

Host: Thai American community 
Venue: Wat Dhammaram (Buddhist Temple) in 
Chicago and live on YouTube  
https://youtu.be/BwP7zmKCcFE. This premier 
event was streamed around the globe on AACC’s 
website at www.aacchicago.org on Saturday,  
February 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
Attendance: 200 (due to Covid-19, attendance 
was kept limited to AACC BODs, host committee, 
and performers). 

Highlights: At this year’s virtual Annual Gala, 
“Unity is Power,” the AACC celebrated the 
accomplishments of outstanding civic and 
business leaders who have made significant 
contributions to improve the health and well-
being of the community. 

The event theme, “Unity is Power,” was selected 
to showcase the diverse accomplishments of 
Asian Pacific Americans across Chicagoland.  This  

premier event was live streamed around the 
globe on AACC’s website at www.aacchicago.org 
and seen by over 12,000 viewers across the U.S. 
and Asia.  The 2021 virtual event was hosted by 
operatic soprano and spokesmodel Marisa  
Buchheit, a previous co-host of the Coalition’s 
2018 Gala.  Attorney and book publisher Sandra S. 
Yamate was named recipient as the 2021 Pan 
Asian American Ping Tom Memorial Award, and 
the Health Care Service Corporation (HCSC) was 
named as the 2021 recipient of the Coalition’s 
Grand Asian American Sandra Otaka Memorial 
Award. 

 

39th ANNUAL CELEBRATION  2022 

Host: The Malaysian American community 

Venue: Drury Lane Theater, Oakbrook Terrace 

Theme:  

“ROAR-Respect.Optimism.Amity.Representation” 

Day: Saturday, March 12, 2022 at 5.30 pm 

Highlights: Chicago Police Officer Mr. Henry Lai, 

president Asian American Law Enforcement 

Association was named recipient as the 2022 Ping 

Tom Memorial Pan Asian American Award, and 

Ms. Laura Murphy, IL. State Senator was named 

as the 2022 recipient of the Coalition’s Sandra 

Otaka Memorial Grand Asian American  Award. 

The Malaysian  American Community handed 

over the AACC "Torch" to next year's host— The 

Vietnamese American Community for the Year 

2023. 

 

 







Asian American Coalition of Chicago  

Host Committee Chairs 2022 

    
Dr. Kim K Tee 

Executive Chairman 
Catherine Wang 
Host Committee 

Co-Chair 

Clifford Chew 
Treasurer 

Alex Sik 
Secretary 

Web & Media Chair 

    
Swee Cheng 

Sponsorship Chair 
Program Book Chair 

Belinda Ng 
Tickets & Registration 

Chair 

Kok Far Sulzen 
Volunteer Chair 

Amy Looi Lee 
Decorations Chair 

    
Azelena Vandre 

Public & Government 
Relations Chair 

Larry Vandre 
Political Forum Chair 

Sue Christensen 
Awards & Program Chair 

Lisa Tan 
Event Coordinator 
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2022
Miss Chinese

Chicago Pageant
www.misschinesechicago.info

 
We are a community-oriented, Chinese
heritage pageant. Our contestants and
titleholders volunteer on a regular basis

 
The program provides 100% free training

to develop their public speaking skills and
poise.

 
Come have a good time and  watch them
shine! Tickets will be available to purchase

closer to the date.

Aug 27, 2022 2pm

Local 399
2260 S. Grove St.
Chicago, IL 60616
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Mandy Lin
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Victoria LiVictoria Li
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Hana Rafee
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Lucas Wang
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Sly Seah
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Nor Alena Rohani
Fashion Show 

Costumes Seamstress

Yasmeen Rafee
National Anthem Singer

Victoria M Ng
Fashion Show Model

Jamie Moy
Fashion Show Model

Mandy Lin
Fashion Show Model

Victoria Li
Fashion Show Model

Abigail Lue
Young Model

Annabel Sulzen
Young Model

Brode Eifert
Young Model

Clio Eifert
Young Model

Summer Christensen
Young Model



Sandra Otaka Memorial Grand 
Asian American Award 

The Coalition's Grand Asian American Award 
was established to recognize public officials 
who have distinguished themselves through 
outstanding contributions to the Asian 
American community and/or through 
meritorious service supporting the AACC's 
vision and mission. 
 

The Sandra Otaka Memorial Grand Asian 
American Award is for those high-ranking public 
officials at the national state or local levels, 
either elected or appointed, who are of non-
Asian descent and have made significant 
contributions to the Asian American 
community. This includes implementing public 
programs that promote unity among Asian 
Americans, initiating projects that make public 
awareness of Asian American issues or 
exemplifying a high level of leadership that 
brings about positive changes in Asian American 
communities across America. Exemplary Community Service 

Awardee 

The Exemplary Community Service Awards are 
presented each year by each of the Asian ethnic 
communities that participate in the Asian 
American Coalition to an individual in Illinois 
who has demonstrated exemplary and 
extraordinary service to the community. 
 

These awards recognize the importance and 
value that each of the Asian American Coalition 
communities places upon those who are 
dedicated and committed to serving the needs 
of the particular community. 
 

In selecting an award recipient, each community 
honors an individual whose work on behalf of 
that community has had a significant and 
positive impact upon the members of the 
community and has benefited the community as 
a whole. 

The Asian American Coalition of Chicago Awards 

Respect • Optimism • Amity • Representation 

Youth Who Excel Awardee 

The Youth Who Excel Awards are presented 
each year by each of the Asian ethnic 
communities that participate in the Asian 
American Coalition of Chicago ranging from 
high school students to those who are 
freshmen in college. These Illinoisian students 
have demonstrated extraordinary academic 
achievements and scholarship excellence, extra-
curricular activities and participate at the civic/
community activities. 

Ping Tom Memorial Pan Asian 
American Award 

The Ping Tom Memorial Pan Asian American 
Award was created by the Asian American 
Coalition to promote Pan Asian American ideals. 
It is intended to recognize those whose vision 
and service go beyond one ethnic group. 
 

It is important to recognize the outstanding 
leadership that benefits the Asian American 
community as a whole. 
 

It honors the work and achievements of those 
Asian Americans in Illinois who have single-
handedly made such noteworthy 
accomplishments and contributions to the well-
being of all Asian Americans. 
 

The Pan Asian American Award embodies the 
true spirit of building bridges across cultural 
diversity. 



From her eight years as an alderwoman for Des Plaines’ 3rd Ward, to the nearly seven years she’s spent 
in the General Assembly, State Senator Laura Murphy has dedicated her life to public 
service. Throughout her time in office, Murphy has prioritized bettering education for all people 
regardless of ZIP code, enhancing public safety and fighting government corruption.  
 

A multi-passionate Senator, Murphy has also passed numerous pieces of legislation focused on helping 
people of the Asian American community feel seen. Last year, she passed a measure to establish 
October 2021 as Hindu Heritage Month. Earlier in the year, Murphy spearheaded a change to allow 
student athletes to make alterations to their uniforms for religious purposes – which includes added a 
hijab, undershirt or leggings to meet modesty standards of some religions.  
 

Murphy was appointed Deputy Majority Leader of the Senate in 2020, and currently services as chair 
of the Appropriations – Constitutional Offices Committee, Executive Appointments Committee, and 
Executive – Elections Committee, and serves as a member of many other committees. 

PAN ASIAN AMERICAN PING TOM MEMORIAL AWARD  
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Sandra Otaka Memorial 

Grand Asian American Award 

Senator Laura Murphy 
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Founded in 1983. AALEA is a  
Registered 501(C)(3) Non-Profit organization  

and a Chapter of   
the National Asian Peace Officer Association (NAPOA) 

 
 
 



Henry Lai is the President of the Asia American Law Enforcement Association (AALEA). He is currently 
serving his second term as President. Founded in 1983, AALEA is a registered 501c (3) not-for-profit 
organization. With more than 450 members, AALEA is the second largest chapter in the National Asian 
Peace Officers’ Association (NAPOA) serving Chicago and the Great Lakes Region.  
 

Henry Lai is a US citizen immigrated from Hong Kong. He is 100 % bilingual and fluent in both English 
and Chinese (Cantonese and Mandarin). He currently works in the Chicago Police Department, Area 1 
Detective Division. His initial assignment to Detective had him training and working in Chicago's 
Chinatown community where he was able to serve the various Asian communities in identifying and 
arresting offenders that targeted the Asian population. His passion has always been to serve and 
protect. 
  
In 2019, he was elected 1st time as the President of the Asian American Law Enforcement Association 
(AALEA).  As President, he has worked to increase acceptance and cooperation with Law Enforcement 
in the Asian communities by having AALEA members present and interacting in the various Asian 
community events, staffing an information and help booth to answer community members questions, 
as well as recruiting members of the community to join the ranks of Local Law Enforcement to bring 
about the change that they would like to see in their police within their communities. 
 

Due to the recent Covid-19 pandemic, Henry Lai has successfully led AALEA to help the vulnerable one 
by participating in food pantry (joint operation between Mission of Our Lady of the Angels and the 
Asian American Law Enforcement Association) for the communities specially targeting at Asian low-
income families and seniors.  
 

Henry Lai holds a Bachelor Degree in Architecture from the Illinois Institute of Technology and a 
Master Degree in Project Management from Northwestern University. Among his various honors, 
Henry Lai received the AALEA Merit Award in 2017, Cook County State Attorney Asian American and 
Pacific Islander Community Leadership Awards in 2020, and 32 Chicago Police Department Awards and 
Honorable Mentions.  

PAN ASIAN AMERICAN PING TOM MEMORIAL AWARD  
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Ping Tom Memorial  

Pan Asian American Award 

Henry Lai 











 p r o m o  c o d e :  h d f a  

HAWKER
DELIGHTS

27 Huntington Lane
Wheeling, IL.

F r e e  a p p e t i z e r

w i t h  a n y  o r d e r

o f  $ 5 0 +  *

847.777.1031

hdcuisine.com

*ONLY 1 VALID PER
HOUSEHOLD

 Expires March 31 2023









  -508-5935		
	 	lapa+sseriedelisa@gmail.com	
	 	 	lapa+sseriedelisa	

La Patisserie de Lisa
Home-baked Malaysian 
delicacies and pastries


										 		912-508-5935		 	lapa+sseriedelisa@gmail.com		 	 	lapa+sseriedelisa	





RotarySushi .com

AURORA
4430 Fox Valley Center Dr. 

#106 
Aurora, IL 60504

630.820.1666

PUCHONG
1F-01, Kompleks Kenari, Jalan Kenari 19,  

Puchong, Selangor, Malaysia, 47100

CHERAS
161-G & 161-1, Jalan Dataran Cheras 9, Dataran Perniagaan 

Cheras, Balakong, Cheras, Selangor, Malaysia, 43200

CHICAGOLAND

MALAYSIA

M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  S U S H I

CHICAGO 
ɾ��æ²¿�àvɿ
3219 N. Broadway 
Chicago, IL 60657

872.802.0980

CHICAGO 
ɾ�NSv�¿�àvɿ

2131 S. Archer Ave 
Chicago, IL 60616

312.929.2446

CHICAGO  
ɾàS�g/ªɔ§�ªgɿ
1352 N. Milwaukee Ave 

Chicago, IL 60622

773.697.8122





THE MEZZANINE SHOPPE

Contact us:
sales@target-mktg.com









 to  the Asian Amer ican 
Coal i t ion of  Chicago on their  39th Annual  

Gala  and Lunar  New Year  Celebrat ion!  

Despi te  the recent  racism and v io lence di rected towards our  
community,  we wi l l  cont inue to  stand strong together  and help  one 

another.  

With  the passage of  the TEAACH Act ,  the Chinese American Museum 
of  Chicago is  more exci ted than ever  to  share the h istory  of  Chinese 

Americans in  the Midwest .  

We wish everyone good heal th  and prosperi ty  in  the Year  of  the 
Tiger!  

238 W 23rd St 
Chicago, IL 60616 

 
Wed & Fri: 9:30am to 2pm 

Sat & Sun: 10am to 4pm 
 

(312) 949-1000 
www.ccamuseum.org 

office@ccamuseum.org 
 

@ccamuseum 
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Grace Chan McKibben  
 
Grace Chan McKibben is currently Executive Director 
of Coalition for a Better Chinese American Community 
(CBCAC), which engages and empowers the Chinese 
American Community in Greater Chicago through civic 
engagement and advocacy, community engagement, 
youth development, and community outreach.  
 

Grace holds a B.A. in Linguistics and Sociology and an 
M.A. in Linguistics from The University of Chicago and 
an M.B.A. from The Keller Graduate School of 
Management. She is a board member of the ACLU of 
Illinois and the National ACLU. She is also an appointed 
member of Chicago Low-Income Real Estate Trust 
Fund Board, the Chicago Community Development 
Commission, and the Illinois Asian American 
Employment Plan Advisory Council, and chairs the 
Mayor’s AAPI Engagement Council.  
 

Grace is a well-respected community leader and has 
played leadership roles in many community civil 
engagement projects. 

Ilona Huang  
 
Ilona Huang is a junior in University of Illinois at 
Chicago completing her Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry. 
 

Ilona has been working with Coalition for a Better 
Chinese American Community in the Chinatown 
community for the past 5 years. From starting as a 
member and secretary of the Origins Youth Group and 
becoming the main program instructor of the CBCAC 
After School Matters program, Chinese and Asian 
American Civic Engagement @ Chinatown. She has 
been leading various youth on civic engagement 
education and applying the knowledge and skills 
learned to the current activism and issues faced by the 
Chicago Chinatown community. 
 

Ilona participated in voter engagement and 
registering, phone banking for the 2020 census, and 
advocating for a Near Southside Neighborhood High 
School by speaking at a CPS Board of Education 
meeting. She has also been a tutor at Project: Vision 
since 2019, helping students of Chinatown, Bridgeport, 
and surrounding communities in academics, as well as 
personal and civic skill development. 
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Brenda Stevens 
 
Brenda Stevens, President of the Philippine 
Independence Week Committee (PIWC), Board of 
Trustees, is a humanitarian and a consummate civic 
leader. No other person in the Filipino community can 
match the hospitality and generosity she 
demonstrates time and time, again.  
 

She has chaired and hosted many fundraising events in 
the Filipino American Community. She was overall 
chair of PIWC 2012.  For several years, she chaired the 
Annual Philippine Cultural Show at the Daley Plaza, 
Chicago. She volunteered for the Philippine Medical 
Association of Chicago’s Annual Medical Mission to 
impoverished areas in the Philippines. Brenda was a 
President of the Filipino International Couples in 
Chicago, (FICS). 
 

A dedicated Lion, she is a cabinet member of Lions 
Clubs International, District 1-A. A three-term 
President of the Chicago Philippine Lions Club, she has 
been a recipient of several awards including the most 
prestigious honors in Lionism, a Melvin Jones Fellow 
and the International Lions Clubs President’s Award. 
She has held several leadership Lions Club positions, 
and is currently a Region Chair in District 1-A. 
 

Brenda attended Philippine Women’s University; 
pursued a BSBA degree, major in Marketing. 
She worked at Ryan International Airlines. Brenda is 
married to a successful businessman, Michael Stevens. 
They have three children and two from her previous 
marriage. A one big happy family, there are 10 
gorgeous grandchildren. 
       
The Filipino American Community is proud of Brenda 
Stevens as its AACC Community Service Awardee 2022. 

Samuel Slaw  
 
Samuel Slaw is 18 years old and a senior at Vernon 
Hills High School. He has achieved academic success as 
a consistent honor student, as well as taking numerous 
college courses to pursue a career in the medical field. 
Sam is active in the school’s pep band, debate club, 
robotics club and medical club. He and his debate 
team have traveled to Madison, Wisconsin to discuss 
key political issues.  
 

Sam has volunteered countless hours at Feed My 
Starving Children packing food for third world 
countries. He participates in food drives, helps 
assemble beds and packages books for the less 
fortunate in Lake County. A black belt in karate, he 
helps through the Illinois Shotokan Karate Clubs to 
raise funds for charities including Alzheimer’s, Autism, 
Parkinson’s, Make A Wish Foundation, etc. 
 

His proud parents are Dr. & Mrs. Stuart (Catherine) 
Slaw, and he has a brother, Jacob, a junior at Indiana 
University. 
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Congratulations& More Success to You! 

                                                 

Brenda G. Stevens
AACC Asian Community Service Award 2022 

Asian American Coalition of Chicago 
Filipino American Community 

 

Much love from your family! 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 Michael & Brenda  
Stevens 

with grandchildren. 

Michael & Brenda 
with children & 

spouses. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

SAMUEL M. SLAW 
Recipient 

AACC Youth Who Excel Award 2022 
Asian American Coalition of Chicago  

Filipino American Community 
 

***** 
Vernon Hills High School (Class 2022) 

*Consistent Honor Student   
*Enrolled in college courses 

*Member, National Honor Society  
*Club Member ² Debate, Robotics, Medical 
*Wind Ensemble (Honors Band) Percussion 

 

*Black Belt, Karate, Illinois Shotokan Karate Clubs 
*Charitable & Community Services 
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Feed My Starving Children, Lake County Charities) 

 
 
 

 



Asian American Coalition of Chicago

Exemplary Community Service &
Youth Who Excels Award

Khaja Moinuddin 

Congratulations from the Indian American Community,
Family & Friends

Winners of 2022

Community Service Award 
Himat Kaur Sidhu

Youth Who Excels Award

 
Congratulations Assessor Moinuddin for this great 
honor and your historic election! - Brian McGuire, 
Supervisor, Hanover Township.
Congrats Khaja! – IL State Senator Cristina Castro

Way to go Himat! You make us proud!!!

P.O. Box 1244, Palatine, IL 60078
Ph: (847) 359-5727; Info@PCSChicago.org; www.PCSChicago.org
P.C.S. is a non-profit 501(C)3 organization promoting Punjabi Culture, Performing Arts,
Language, Education, Sports, Good Citizenship, Volunteer Community Service, & Healthier life style.

PUNJABI CULTURAL SOCIETY OF CHICAGO



Khaja Moinuddin  
 
Mr. Khaja Moinuddin, a Hanover Township Trustee 
was elected to the office of Hanover Township 
Assessor following the April 6, 2021 Consolidated 
Elections and assumed office on January 1, 2022. 
Moinuddin is believed to be the first Indian American 
to hold this executive office in the Cook County of 
Illinois.  
 
Assessor Moinuddin served as the Hanover Township 
Board Trustee for 5 years and served on the 
Township’s Mental Health Board, Diversity Task Force 
and Engagement Committee, and the Finance 
Committee. He has also served as a Trustee for the 
Poplar Creek Library District and on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals for the Village of Streamwood.   
 
Assessor Moinuddin continues to serve the community 
with professionalism and integrity and remains 
committed to providing the best possible service for all 
residents seeking assistance through his office.  
Hanover Township serves over 101,000 residents in 
portions of the Cook County communities of 
Streamwood, Elgin, Bartlett, Hanover Park, Hoffman 
Estates and Schaumburg.  
 
Khaja Moinuddin is a civil engineer by profession and 
has over 26 years of experience in the field of 
environmental and civil engineering. Throughout his 
career with INDOT and MWRD he has worked with 
federal, state, regional governmental agencies, City of 
Chicago and several other municipalities on various 
capital improvement projects.  
 
Khaja Moinuddin was the chair of volunteers 
committee during AACC 2020 Lunar New Year 
Celebrations. 

Himat Kaur Sidhu  
 

Himat Kaur Sidhu, junior at Barrington High School, is 
an academically accomplished student taking 
challenging AP classes, and is a recipient of the AP 
Scholar with Honor award. She was awarded the 
President’s Gold Volunteer Service Award for 
completing 160 hours of volunteering in 2021.  

Passionate at community service, Himat is also 
President of an organization called 60010 Feeds Kids 
(organizing fundraisers, events, and the end-of-year 
food packaging project to send food to starving kids 
around the world). She founded their most successful 
fundraiser, the “Harvest Walk,” which has raised 
$4,500 so far.  

Himat plays violin in her school’s top orchestra, the 
Chamber Orchestra, and Ensemble Club, where she 
performs at community events and retirement homes. 
She is second chair violinist in the Barrington Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and has been on musical tours of 
Ireland and Italy with them.  

She was a math mentor for elementary school girls 
with Mission:MathMinds. She is in Science Olympiad, 
Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA), and 
Future Healthcare Professionals, and is going to the 
HOSA state competition for the second consecutive 
year.  

Himat hopes to go to the University of Chicago and 
become a neurologist. She is currently working with a 
UChicago neurology professor on a research paper on 
Parkinson’s Disease. 
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Hearty Congratulations
To Malaysian American Community and

Best Wishes to all awardees for their achievements,
especially to:

The 39th Annual Lunar New Year Celebration
* Respect * Optimism * Amity * Representation *

Saturday, March 12th, 2022
Drury Lane, Oakbrook Terrace

Asian American Coalition of Chicago

With warm regards,

Indonesian Diaspora Network - Midwest, USA (IDN-Midwest,USA)
Indonesian Performing Arts of Chicago (IPAC), Indonesian Abroad in Reach (IAIR),

Chicago Balinese Gamelan (CBG), Semeton Bali Midwest

PASHA HABIBIE
Indonesian American

Youth Who Excels Awardee

I KETUT GEDE ASNAWA
Indonesian American

Community Service Awardee



I Ketut Gede Asnawa 
 
I Ketut Gede Asnawa is an award-winning and 
internationally acclaimed composer, scholar, and 
Gamelan master from Bali, Indonesia. He has taught at 
the government-sponsored secondary- and tertiary-
level conservatories of Balinese music since 1980. Since 
Fall 2006, he has served as a visiting professor of 
Musicology/Gamelan and has taught various styles of 
Balinese gamelan at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC) School of Music.  
 
An accomplished Gamelan musician, Asnawa has 
toured Europe, the US, and Asia. A demanding but 
charismatic teacher, he has taught gamelan groups at 
the University of Maryland Baltimore County, 
Université de Montréal, Eastman School of Music, 
University of Missouri Kansas City, Florida State 
University, Texas Women University, Richmond 
University, Illinois Wesleyan University, Gettysburg 
College, Miami University at Oxford, OH, as well as 
private gamelan groups Giri Kusuma in Woodstock, NY, 
Sekar Jaya, CA, Indonesian Performing Arts of Chicago, 
Chicago Balinese Gamelan, and the Netherlands.  
 
His compositions have been featured at the Festival of 
Young Composers in Jakarta and the annual Bali Arts 
Festival. His importance as a cutting-edge composer 
and innovator in Balinese music was recognized in 
Grove Music Online. He has been contributed to the 
Asian American Coalition of Chicago (AACC)’s 32nd 
Conference on Business and Networking & Annual 
Lunar New Year Celebration 2015 as Gamelan 
Choreographer, and member of the representative 
committee at the Indonesian Diaspora Network – 
Midwest, USA. In 2017, he received the Dharma 
Kusuma Art Award and Gold Medal from the Governor 
of Bali in recognition of his life - long dedication and 
contribution to Bali’s culture of arts, most notably in 
Gamelan music.  

Pasha Habibie  
 

Pasha Habibie was born in Bellevue, Washington and is 
the second child of the Habibie family. He soon moved 
with his family to Bandung, Indonesia. At the age of 15, 
Pasha left his family in Indonesia to move to Putney, 
Vermont where he completed his high school degree, 
and received Faculty Award of Excellence twice. After 
high school, Pasha moved to Chicago to pursue a 
college degree. Pasha currently a Junior Student at the 
DePaul University where he studies his passion, 
Physics.  
 
Having no Indonesian community in Vermont, Pasha 
was excited to find a welcoming community in Chicago; 
and participated at Indonesian Student Association 
called “Permias”. He arranged an after-meeting club, 
where participants were able to sit and discuss any 
issues or concerns they were facing. His involvement in 
activities outside the academic realm has strengthened 
his leadership and interpersonal skills. In addition, he 
had contributed to the Asian American Coalition of 
Chicago (AACC)’s 32nd Conference on Business and 
Networking & Annual Lunar New Year Celebration 2015 
as Task Force Assistant Lead of the Youth Education 
Networking Forum and Usher team member at the 
AACC’s Lunar New Year Gala dinner. 
 
During Pasha’s time at DePaul, he was selected to 
participate in an internship where he studied Dark 
Matter. He worked at a wall-climbing gym, teaching 
younger children another passion of his. When Pasha is 
not climbing or studying he enjoys playing piano and 
guitar. 
. 
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Michael Tanimura 
 
Michael Tanimura’s grandparents emigrated from 
Japan in the early 20th Century: his father’s parents 
from Kumamoto, and his mother’s from Hiroshima. 
The families were incarcerated in World War II at Gila 
River, Arizona. 
 

Michael served on the Japanese American Service 
Committee board of directors for 11 years, 4.5 as 
president. He has served on numerous planning 
committees for Japanese American community-wide 
events, and is currently the chairman of the annual 
Chicago Japanese Community Picnic.  
 

Michael has been volunteering at judo tournaments 
for over 25 years, and has served on the board of 
directors of Tohkon Judo Academy for over 20. He has 
been steaming rice for mochi at the Buddhist Temple 
of Chicago’s Mochi Tsuki and Tohkon’s Kagami Biraki 
for over 20 years, and helped cooked chicken at BTC’s 
Natsu Matsuri for the last 10 years. 
 

His company developed the “US-Japan 150 Years” 
exhibit for the Consulate General of Japan in Chicago, 
and for the JASC, the “Origins of Now: Rebuilding 
Community” and “Winning the Peace: Chicagoans in 
the Military Intelligence Service” exhibits. Recently, he 
curated the “Art in Incarceration” on-line exhibit which 
accompanied Northeastern Illinois University’s “With 
Liberty and Justice for All” 40th anniversary Japanese 
American Redress Conference. 
 

In 2012 he was chosen for the Japan Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and US-Japan Council’s Japanese 
American Leadership Delegation, and serves in a 
communication role for the Midwest Region of the 
USJC. 

Taka Handwerk  
 

Taka Handwerk was born in Ryugasaki City, Japan on 
May 31, 2005, and was adopted by David Handwerk 
and Donna Sagami in the fall of the same year in 
Chicago, Illinois.  

Taka attended the Japanese American Service 
Committee’s Tampopo Japanese preschool program, 
and Japanese language preschool at St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church in Niles. He continued studying the 
Japanese language through December 2019, the fall of 
his freshman year.  

Taka attended elementary school at Hawthorne 
Scholastic Academy in Chicago, graduating in June 
2019. He entered Lake View High School in fall 2019 
and continues to study there. 

Taka’s special interest is caring for animals. He 
attended Shedd Aquarium’s teen orientation class and 
virtual events. He also has volunteered at teen shelter 
days at the Anti Cruelty Society, and attended the 
summer 2-week workshop. He is an active member of 
Ravenswood Fellowship United Methodist Church. 

Taka hopes to attend college and study marine 
biology. 
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The Japanese American Service Committee 
congratulates

Michael Tanimura 
for Exemplary Community Service 

and 
Takaaki Sagami Handwerk

Youth Who Excels,
2022 AACC Japanese American community awardees.

The JASC was incorporated in 1946 to assist Japanese 
Americans resettling in Chicago after World War II. 
The organization helped thousands restart their lives, 
provided much-needed social services, and enriched the 
community through cultural programs.

Today’s JASC is an organization where Japanese 
American culture and history are preserved, cherished, 
nurtured and shared. Our community service programs 
continue to be imbued with our Japanese American 
values.  All activities are open and intended to serve the 
greater multicultural community that is Chicago.

JASC • 4427 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60640
773.275.0097 • jascinfo@jasc-chicago.org • www.jasc-chicago.org



Congratulations to

MICHAEL TANIMURA & TAKA HANDWERK

Japanese American
YOUTH WHO EXCELS AWARDEE

Japanese American
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDEE

Chicago Japanese American Council
Chicago Japanese American Historical Society (CJAHS) 

Chicago Japanese Club (CJC) • Chicago Nisei Post 1183 American Legion
Heiwa Terrace • Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)

Japanese American Service Committee (JASC) • Japanese Buddhist Federation  
Japanese Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Chicago (JCCC) 

Japanese Cultural Center • Japanese Mutual Aid Society of Chicago (JMAS)
Midwest U.S.-Japan Council • Consulate-General of Japan in Chicago

from the





Erick and Jung Sook Jeong  

 
Erick Jeong is the Chief Advisor and former President 
and Chairman of the Board of the Korean Literature 
Association and former Vice Chairman of the Board of 
the Korean Cultural Center of Chicago. Together with 
his wife, Jung Sook Jeong, they established a 
successful real estate investment company and are 
now reputable real estate investors. Currently, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jeong serve Bethany Presbyterian Church as 
Senior Deacon and Senior Deaconess respectively. In 
addition, Mrs Jeong serves as a soloist in the choir at 
the church. 
  
Mr. Jeong received BS degree from InHA technical 
University in Korea. In Chicago, he established J&J 
Cooling and Heating Company and worked for 20 
years.  
  
Mrs. Jeong is a Registered Nurse, graduating from 
Catholic Medical University in Seoul, Korea. Mrs. Jeong 
was the Valedictorian at graduation from Catholic 
University in Seoul, Korea. In Chicago, she worked at 
Edgewater Hospital and Swedish Covenant Hospital for 
25 years. 
  
They retired early and established the Real Estate 
Investment Company. Upon retirement, Mr. Jeong 
also went on to study English Literature at 
Northeastern University and received BA degree.  
  
They are a Highly Respected Couple in Korean 
American Community. They have two sons and two 
charming grandchildren. 
 

Alvin Park  
 
Alvin Park is a senior at James B. Conant High School in 
Hoffman Estates, Illinois. He has been a member of the 
National Honor Society. He serves as President of 
Junior Ambassador in the Korean Cultural Center of 
Chicago. Alvin plans to pursue a culinary profession to 
follow his proud father’s footsteps. 
 

Alvin is an Eagle Scout who earned the Brotherhood 
for the OA. He has also served in CAP United States Air 
Force Auxiliary as the Cadet Staff Sergeant Rank. In 
2019, he attended the Mark Kir Mini-Medical School. 
He is a wrestler on varsity and a black belt in 
TaeKwonDo. He is a member of Conant Band and has 
been a member of SoriBeat-KPAC since 2015. 
Recently, he has won first prize in the 7th International 
Korean Traditional Performing Art Competition, as well 
as the Illinois Governor Award. 
 

His community service began with his family in 
Midwest Korean American Jaycees International when 
he was five years old and ended up getting numerous 
service awards through his excellent services. He won 
a Little JC Future Leader award in 2017. In 2019, he 
won two President’s Volunteer Service Gold Awards: 
one from the KPAC and the other from the KAAC. He 
also won the Appreciation Award from the KAWAC in 
2018. He was a member of the Youth Leadership 
Committee in KAWAC in 2019 and received the 
Recognition of Leadership Award in 2019 KAWAC 
Youth Leadership Conference. 
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Swee Cheng  
 
Swee Cheng was born in the state of Johor, Malaysia. 
He came to the United States in 1986 and attended 
University of Toledo in Ohio. In 1990, he moved to 
Greensboro, NC to pursue a graduate degree in 
electrical engineering in North Carolina A&T State 
University. 
 
Swee joined one of the world's largest logistic 
companies, United Parcel Services (UPS) in 1995 and is 
currently serving as an engineer. 
 
Passionate about giving back, he actively involved in 
various communities. He joined the Malaysian Club of 
Chicago (MCC) as a committee member in 2017 and 
was elected Vice-President in 2021. Besides MCC, he is 
the Soka Gakkai International-USA Elk Grove North 
District leader, Asian American or Pacific Islander 
(AAPI) Chicago Chapter board member, UNITY 2022 
General Coordinator. He is also currently serving on 
Board of Directors on the Chinese-American Museum 
of Chicago.  
 
Swee spent ten years serving on the school board in 
the Chicago North Chinese School (CNCS) in Des 
Plaines, IL. He met his wife Pamela in college and is the 
father of two sons. In his free time, Swee loves to go 
camping with friends and family. His other hobbies 
include swimming, cycling, home cooking, and the 
family enjoys both domestic and international travel.  

Ryan Lee  
 
Ryan Lee is an active Sophomore at Naperville North 
High School. He has a wide range of interests in the 
arts and sciences and embraces diversity in his 
choices.  

He listens to classical and hard rock music, reads the 
classics and comic books, and plays the guitar and 
saxophone. He is an avid cook and continuously 
astonishes his family with his creative dishes.  

Ryan has been in Taekwondo since he was 8 years old. 
He earned his First Degree black belt in 2019 and is 
now working towards his 2nd degree. He is a leader in 
his dojo and goes in an hour early before his own class 
as a volunteer teacher to the younger kids. He has 
won several medals for his high kicks and breaking 
form as well praise for his leadership and mentorship 
skills from his master instructors and teachers alike.   

Ryan was an altar server in church and volunteers with 
many Outreach programs like Harvest Sunday, Feed 
My Starving Children and Sleep Out Saturday to raise 
awareness about family homelessness. He also spends 
Thanksgiving Day serving lunch to the homeless 
community. For the pandemic, he assisted his mother 
at the Cook County Community Mass Vaccine sites to 
direct patients to vaccination stations.  

Ryan is well on his way to becoming a productive, 
positive and contributing member of our diverse 
society. 

MALAYSIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

Exemplary Community Service Awardee Youth Who Excel Awardee 

Respect • Optimism • Amity • Representation 





Sayira Khokhar 

 

Sayira Khokhar grew up in Chicago. She has always 
taken the time to volunteer for the South Asian 
community to raise awareness for important issues. 
Starting at the early age of 15, she volunteered for 
Muslim Youth of North America as a Youth Camp 
Counselor and Program Manager for the annual Youth 
Conference.  

Sayira also served on the board of the Chicago Chapter 
for DIL (Development in Literacy) which focuses on 
building and sustaining schools for girls in rural areas 
of Pakistan. Amongst her many notable 
accomplishments, Sayira played a critical role in the 
planning and execution of the 2017 AACC Gala that 
was hosted by the Pakistani American community.  

Despite her busy schedule, Sayira always finds time to 
selflessly help the South Asian community in a positive 
way. Currently, Sayira works at ComEd, an Exelon 
Company as a Project Manager in the Solar Division. 
Sayira is also expecting her first child in April 2022. 

Soha Abbas 
 

Soha Abbas is a Junior at Lyons Township High School. 
She is a dedicated student and involved in the school 
community. She has been an honor roll student 
throughout her high school career and also an active 
member of several clubs, from the PSI club to SAVE 
Promise Club and Peer Leadership.  
 

Soha’s goal is to create a safe, positive school 
environment that celebrates everybody, supports 
positive interactions and inclusion of all people. As a 
proud Pakistani-American, Soha is also involved in her 
school’s Asian Club which explores and promotes 
Asian culture.  
 

Outside of school, Soha provides tutoring to students 
1st-8th grade through a program called The 
Leadershop. Soha volunteers at her local library, helps 
with many of their fundraising events and is their 
designated photographer.   
 

In her free time Soha loves to bake and develop her 
own recipes. She enjoys drawing, and learning new art 
mediums. Soha is a graduate of the IEC Husaini Sunday 
School and received an Award of Excellence for her 
outstanding work and desire to learn.   
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Busaba Pardungkiattisak
Community Service Awardee

Natasha Dhamavasi
Youth Who Excels Awardee

The 39th Annual Lunar New Year Celebration Gala
Respect • Optimism • Amity • Representation

Hosted by the Malaysian American Community

and to our award recipients
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Busaba Pardungkiattisak 
 

After working as a computer programmer in Bangkok, 
Busaba Pardungkiattisak came to the U.S. in 1982 to 
pursue her master’s degree in computer sciences at 
Western Illinois University with her husband, 
Suttisak.  She has worked in IT for over 35 years until 
her retirement from SUPERVALU Inc. as a System 
Engineer in 2019. 
  
Since Busaba wanted her children to learn more about 
Thailand and its culture, the family started attending 
Sunday service at Wat Buddhadhamma, in 
Willowbrook.  Busaba got more involved in Sunday 
school, being a volunteer teaching Thai language class, 
an assistant in Thai dance, and as a PTA president for 
Sunday and summer schools. 
 
In 1999, a non-profit organization, the Thai Cultural and 
Fine Arts Institute (TCFAI) was formed with goals of 
preserving and promoting Thai culture through 
education and community services.  For the past 22 
years, Busaba continues to volunteer as a TCFAI Thai 
language teacher teaching Thai to Thai youth and any 
non-Thai people. Busaba has held various positions - 
secretary, treasurer, vice-president, and president in 
the organization.  Busaba was elected TCFAI president 
in 2007 and 2009, and was elected again in 2019 as a 
president since. 
  
With her leadership, TCFAI has become a valuable 
resource to Thai Consulate office and Thai 
communities. TCFAI performs Thai dance and music in 
events such as Travel Show at Rosemont convention 
center, Asian Cultural Festival at Morton Arboretum, 
Thai Festival at Olbrich Botanical Garden in Wisconsin, 
etc. 
  
Busaba is a board member of Thammasat University 
Alumni of Chicago and an advisor of Thai-American 
Association of Illinois.  

Natasha Dhamavasi 
 

Natasha Dhamavasi is a junior at Niles West High 
School in Skokie with a 3.9 GPA. She takes all honors 
and AP classes. Natasha is very involved with the dance 
team, the acapella choir group, and the golf team. She 
is in a class to help special education students and help 
them learn how to cook. Outside of school, Natasha 
works as a tutor at Kumon learning center. 
 
Natasha’s engagement with the Thai community has 
led to many opportunities. Since she was young, she 
has always performed Thai dance and music at various 
festivals throughout the year. Natasha also volunteers 
to teach the preschool class for the Sunday school 
program at Wat Dhammaram. She was part of a 
Nationwide Panel for a Samakkee Thai Coalition for 
teen Thai Americans where they discussed what it 
means to be Thai American. One of her biggest 
achievements has been representing the Thai American 
Midwest Camp by introducing our delegation to the 
Prime Minister of Thailand, Prayut Chan-o-cha. 
 
Being Thai American has been a major part of who she 
is today. She has learned not only to appreciate the 
community and to give back to the community as well. 
In the future, she hopes to go to the University of 
California San Diego to pursue her dream of becoming a 
veterinarian. Natasha also want to pursue a career in 
social justice activism. Natasha is proud to be Thai 
American and to be so involved and to represent her 
community. 
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$GYDQFHG 37 DQG 6SLQDO 5HKDE

³:KHUH (DVW 0HHWV :HVW´

'U� -LQ :� /HH
&KLURSUDFWLF� $FXSXQFWXUH

'U� <RR 0L &KXQJ '�3�7 �/LFHQVHG 3K\VLFDO 7KHUDSLVW�

:H DFFHSW 0HGLFDUH� %OXH&URVV %OXH6KLHOG� 8QLWHG +HDOWK &DUH� DQG 0RUH«� $XWR
$FFLGHQW DQG :RUN ,QMXU\ &RYHUV ���� RI 7UHDWPHQW�

3OHDVH &DOO 1RZ IRU DQ $SSRLQWPHQW�
������������

6FLDWLFD $FXSXQFWXUH
1HFN SDLQ 3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\
1XPEQHVV�7LQJOLQJ 5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
/RZ %DFN 3DLQ &KLURSUDFWLF
$UWKULWLV 0DVVDJH 7KHUDS\
$XWR $FFLGHQW 7UDFWLRQ
:RUN ,QMXU\ )OH[LRQ�'LVWUDFWLRQ
6SRUWV ,QMXU\ 8OWUDVRXQG
6KRXOGHU� .QHH SDLQ ;�5D\



Lan Dinh 
 
Lan Dinh currently is working as an IT Support 
Specialist for IIlinois Department of Health and 
Services. 
 
She had been actively participating in many cultural 
and social activities in the Vietnamese Community in 
the DuPage County since she was in college around 
1991. 
 
For the past 12 years, she has been dedicated herself 
contributing her times and efforts in most of the 
cultural and social activities in the Vietnamese 
communities in the Greater Chicagoland area and in 
the suburbs. 
 
She is a Vice President - External Affair of the Unified 
Vietnamese American Community of Illinois, she has 
been instrumental in fostering working relationship 
between the Vietnamese community and other 
minority communities e.g. Filipino, Korean, Chinese, 
Laos, Cambodian, etc., as well as governmental offices 
for the benefit of the community in her area.  She also 
is a member of the Asian American Advisory Council. 
 
She also serves as a liaison person for many veteran 
posts (VFW and American Legion) throughout Illinois, 
especially those around Chicagoland and the DuPage/
Cook counties.  She coordinates to organize many 
events throughout the years for our veterans; some of 
them include Perl Harbor Remembrance, the Flag Day, 
the Fall of Saigon, Memorial Day, Veteran Day, etc. 

Nathan Huynh  
 

Nathan Hoang Phuc Huynh is currently a freshman at 
Lane Tech College Prep High School.  He is consistently 
on the 4.0 GPA honor roll and previously scored in the 
95th percentile in reading and 99th percentile in math on 
all NWEA scores.  He is currently studying in the STEM 
track at Lane Tech, a member of the Business and 
Ultimate Frisbee Clubs, and plays violin in the high 
school orchestra.  Previously Nathan enjoyed 
volunteering on the lights and sound team for the 
school musical performances at West Ridge 
Elementary School in Chicago.   
 

Currently Nathan leads virtual study groups for Lane 
Tech and participated in the Promise program at 
Illinois Math and Science Academy.   In his free time, 
Nathan also plays piano during church services and has 
been a faithful member of the Vietnamese Baptist 
Church of Chicago’s Youth Group. 

VIETNAMESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

Exemplary Community Service Awardee Youth Who Excel Awardee 
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R 40 YEARS:

FREE  ENGL ISH/  ESL  CLASSES
C IV ICS  CLASSES  (U .S .  DEMOCRAT IC
PROCESS ,  CONSUMER  ECONOMICS ,
EMPLOYMENT ,  E TC . )

A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N

CIT IZENSH IP
PERMANENT  RES IDENCY
VOTER  REG ISTRAT ION  &
EDUCAT ION

C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T

D IVERSE  YOUNG LEADERS  AFTERSCHOOL
PROGRAM
SUMMER  CAMP  PROGRAM
T IGER  TUTOR  ACT/SAT  TUTOR ING
TEEN  MENTORSH IP  PROGRAMS
FAMI LY  L I TERACY  PROGRAM

Y O U T H

RESUME  &  JOB  APPL ICAT ION  ASS ISTANCE
REFERRALS  TO  EMPLOYER  PARTNERS
INTERV IEW PRACT ICE  &  CAREER
EXPLORAT ION

W O R K F O R C E  &  J O B  P L A C E M E N T

NON-MED ICAL  HOME CARE  FOR
SEN IORS  AND  THOSE  W I TH  D ISAB I L I T I ES
GOLDEN  AGE  CLUB  &  ENGAGING
SEN IOR  COMMUN I TY  ACT IV I T I ES

S E N I O R  H O M E  C A R E  P R O G R A M  

ENERGY ASS ISTANCE
FOOD STAMPS
MED ICA ID/MED ICARE
HOUS ING ASS ISTANCE
EV ICT ION  HELP

S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

OUR SERVICES

ONE-ON-ONE  NO COST  BUS INESS
ADV ICE  AND  MANAGEMENT  ASS ISTANCE
ACCESS  TO  BUS INESS  EDUCAT ION  AND
FUND ING OPPORTUN I T I ES

I L L I N O I S  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S

D E V E L O P M E N T  C E N T E R
INFO@CHINESEMUTUALAID.ORG

WWW.CHINESEMUTUALAID.ORG

773-784-2900

CONTACT US:
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Luxy Bridal stands for “Luxury”. We are one of the largest one-stop 

wedding destinations in the Chicago area. Luxy Bridal provides a variety 

of venue decorations, event and photography services for all occasions.  

Address: 3000 S. Archer Ave Chicago, IL 60608      Phone: 312-927-2505 

 
Luxy 幸福婚纱是芝加哥华人最大最完善的一站式婚庆统筹，婚纱照摄影公司.

我们店为您提供婚宴、BB 派对、会场布置 、摄影录影一条龙服务等。本店

服务内容包括：中西礼服出租，会场布置，鲜花摆设、桌布、椅套、晚会司

仪、派对蛋糕、豪华婚礼车、专业化妆造型、室内外婚纱摄影、婚礼跟拍、

情侣照，订婚照，宝宝照、艺术照等。  

幸福婚纱 地址：3000 S Archer Ave，Chicago, IL 60608   電話: 312-927-2505 

 

www.luxyweddings.com 
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 Special deals on tour packages to Malaysia  

 

1. Value for money destination ($1.00 - RM 4.20 subject to  
change) 

2.   Safe haven for all travelers. 

3.   An endless array of things to see, do and experience.                                                                                                                                                                                                   

4. Home to Asia’s 3 main races; The Malays, The Chinese        
and the Indians.  

5. All year round festivals and celebrations embraced by each         
and every one of Malaysia’s major races respectfully.  

6. A gastronomy destination. 

7. Biodiversity on land and in water.  

8. Home to the one of the oldest rainforest in the world, more 
than 13 million years old and older than the Amazon.  

9. Home to wildlife that are endemic species and rich in flora 
& fauna.  

10. Spectacular dive destinations.  

11. Off-the-beaten-paths destination offering unique              
experiences. 

12. Lonely Planet’s list of Top 10 destination to visit repeatedly.  

 

WEBSITE 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

DIGITAL BROCHURES 

     www.MalaysiaAwaitsYou.com  

SOCIAL MEDIA  

       

           

 

     

 

REASONS TO VISIT  

MAP OF MALAYSIA 

Explore Malaysia to experience the remarkable 
treasures and the hidden gems .  

   Register for image gallery  

Interactive information on digital brochure.   

   https://ebrochures.malaysia.travel 

 @MalaysiaAwaitsU 

 @TourismMalaysiaUS 

@malaysiaawaitsyou 

Subscribe to Malaysia Awaits You for more     

videos on Malaysia  

1. Value for money destination ($1.00 - RM 4.20 subject to  

change) 

2.    Safe haven for all travelers. 

3.    An endless array of things to see, do and experience.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

4. Home to Asia’s 3 main races; The Malays, The Chinese        

and the Indians.  

5. All year round festivals and celebrations embraced by each         

and every one of Malaysia’s major races respectfully.  

6. A gastronomy destination. 

7. Biodiversity on land and in water.  

8. Home to the one of the oldest rainforest in the world, more 

than 13 million years old and older than the Amazon.  

9. Home to wildlife that are endemic species and rich in flora & 

fauna.  

10. Spectacular dive destinations.  

11. Off-the-beaten-paths destination offering unique               

experiences. 

12.  Lonely Planet’s list of Top 10 destination to visit repeatedly.  

TOURISM MALAYSIA CONTACT 

 

 

  

1.213.689.9702 

mtpb.la@tourism.gov.my  



MALAYSIA AWAITS YOU WITH LANGKAWI INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL BUBBLE  

Malaysia once again welcomes international travelers who are fully vaccinated through Langkawi Travel Bubble with guidelines to 

comply and no pre-approval required.  

This tropical island paradise, an archipelago made up of 99 islands, is nestled in the northwestern part of Peninsular Malaysia by the 

Andaman Sea and the Straits of Melaka. The island is also renowned as ‘Isle of Legends’ with intriguing local myths. The best 

known is Mahsuri. She was accused of adultery despite being innocent when she bled white blood and thus cursed the island's lack of 

growth for seven generations. Clearly today, the "curse" has been broken since the island has started to prosper.  

Langkawi is also home to the first UNESCO Global Geopark in the Southeast Asia region. The Kilim Geoforest park, sprawling with 

mangrove forest and ancient gigantic limestone rocks formations from some 500 million years back. Visitors can explore this count-

less natural wonders and its beauty by hopping on the boat rides in Kilim River to explore the bat caves, crocodile caves, floating 

fish farm and a fun-filled swimming break at a secluded beach.  

Another not to be missed attraction, take a peak from the top of the iconic and legendary mountain range of Mat Cincang by taking a 

SkyCab Langkawi cable car with a distance of 1.4 miles and 708 meters above the sea level. The panoramic view of the islands and 

its surroundings are overwhelming and spectacular. Not to mention, a must visit to the magnificent Langkawi Skybridge, a 410ft-

long curved pedestrian bridge for another Kodak moment.  

When it comes to food, there is a wide array of culinary styles ranging from local to western. Essentially, night markets are set up 

every day at different places in the island which is best known for to-go or pack and cheap food. Check out also the famous restau-

rant of Nasi Dagang Pak Malau (the trader’s rice with curry) for its friendly owner and the view of overlooking the rice paddy fields 

with the mountain of Gunung Raya in the background.  

Langkawi offers choices of accommodation that suit your budget. Each hotel provides unique services and facilities. Among the top 

list hoteliers are Pelangi Beach Resort, The Datai Langkawi, Berjaya Langkawi Resort, Four Seasons, The Ritz Carlton, the boutique 

hotels such as Dash Langkawi or you may also stay on a private island - Rebak Island Resort and Marina.  

With the Langkawi International Travel Bubble, to explore the island, you will need to have a travel guide as FIT is not allowed. The 

program will also give you an opportunity to visit other states in Peninsular Malaysia such as Penang, Perak, the capital city of Kuala 

Lumpur, historical city of Melaka, Johor or the east coast states of Kelantan or Terengganu, well known for its cultural, heritage and 

less crowded destinations on the 8th day with a negative test result.  

Therefore, Langkawi was voted 4th in the Asia category of Best Island in the World by Conde Nast Traveler in 2018 and thus is your 

best island escape!  



Silver Sponsors 

Ad Sponsors 

Gold Sponsor 

A Big Thank You to Our Sponsors! 

La Patisserie de Lisa 
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GOLD  
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois 

SILVER 
Asian McDonald's Operator Association 

Golden Country Oriental Foods LLC 

Top Glove Corporation Bhd 

United Parcel Service 

AD SPONSORS 

Malaysian owned/partnership 

Asian Noodle House 

Chinatown Foot Clinic 

Golden Bull Restaurant 

Hawker Delights Restaurant 

La Patisserie de Lisa 

Nicole Yee Ng (Century 21) 

Penang Malaysian Cuisine 

Sushi + Rotary Sushi Bar 

The Mezzanine Shoppe 
 

Friends of Malaysia 

American Metro Bank 

Asia Dynamics Inc 

Chinese American Museum of Chicago 

Chinese Mutual Aid Association 

Furama Restaurant (Uptown) 

HOSON Logistics America, Inc 

Luxy Bridal 

Midwest Asian Health Association 

Miss Chinese Chicago 

Mrs Angela O’Banion 

 OCA Greater Chicago Chapter  

Pavilion Realty  

Truong Enterprise Inc  

Vitech Systems Group Inc 



vitechinc.com

Vitech is a global provider of cloud-native 

benefit & investment administration software.

The Asian American 

Coalition of Chicago

proudly supports 








